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Introduction

This short survey was compiled in response to concerns raised about the Mother and Baby Institution Redress Scheme proposed by the Irish government.
Mothers and children, who were in these institutions were consulted by OAK Consultants and the Collaborative Forum prior to the scheme being announced
and several recommendations were made by these two organisations.

However, the mothers and children (now adults) have not had an opportunity to comment on or express their opinions on the details of the proposed scheme in
any formalised process. The purpose of this survey is to identify general opinions on certain aspects of this scheme and to establish if people are generally
satisfied or dissatisfied with what is being offered in terms of financial compensation and other elements of the package. Conrad Bryan was former chair of the
Health Sub-committee at the Collaborative Forum and, as part of his remit, he worked with other members of the Forum to consult with survivors to identify any
health supports they may need.

Methodology

The survey was complied using ‘Google forms’ survey template which is an online survey service provided by Google.com. Given the short time available to
submit survey results to the Children’s Committee at the Oireachtas, it was not possible to conduct a manual or written surveys, therefore some people
(particularly older people who may not have had ready access to the internet), may not have been able to submit this survey. However, the oldest respondents
to this online survey were within the age range of 80 to 90 years.

Anonymity was given to all participants and therefore no individual identifying information has been collected or stored. The survey was open to the Irish
general public, in Ireland and abroad, and not only to those who were in the institutions. The purpose of this was to capture the views of the Irish public and
those with a particular interested in this topic.

In terms of dissemination, reach and sources of data, the key source of data was via the news media, through The Journal® (in Ireland), whose article attracted
over 19,400 viewers and The Irish World? in the UK, who issued an Op-ed in its national printed paper as well as an online version a week later. This ensured a
more even spread of participant across Ireland and the UK, rather than a targeted approach aimed at certain groups, to minimise the level of bias. In addition,
and to a lesser extent, social media such as Twitter and Facebook also helped to raise awareness about the survey. Thanks to everyone who help with testing,
editing and proof-reading the draft survey before its release and circulation, and also thanks to TheJournal.ie and The Irish World for covering this story.

L https://www.thejournal.ie/conrad-bryan-mother-and-baby-homes-redress-5738007-Apr2022/
2 https://www.theirishworld.com/mother-and-baby-homes-2/
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Key Highlights/Results

The key highlights are as follows:

e A sample of 503 people from the general public participated in the survey (83% Ireland, 10% UK, 4% USA), 57% were in a variety of
institutions (incl. industrial schools and Magdalen Laundries), 43% were not in any institution (public). Participants included mothers and
people who were adopted, boarded out, fostered and left in institutions;

e Only 4% believe the redress amounts are fair, 31% believe redress amounts should be substantially higher, 30% believe it should
reflect wishes of survivors and human rights abuses that occurred (page 8), (91% reject a solely time-based system);

e 81% believe trauma informed care should be provided by the state (page 19);

e 84% believe payments should be made to those who as children were less than 6 months in an institution (page 6);

e 66% believe the HAA medical card should be provided and 33% believe it should be available as an option (page 15);

e 67% believe an investigation should be set up for ‘Boarded out Children’, 31% believe they should be included in this redress scheme
(page 5);

e 99% believe religious congregations should make a financial contribution to the scheme (page 20);

e 88% reject legal waivers (page 11);
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Survey Results:

The government's approach to human rights:

QUESTION: Do you believe the government should have opted for a human rights approach to this

investigation and in its redress scheme? (Select one only)
503 responses

® Yes
® No
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Individualised assessments:

QUESTION: Do you believe the government should have an "individualised assessments" process
as part of this scheme? (Select one only)

503 responses

® Yes
® No

@ Perhaps in certain cases
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Boarded out Children:

QUESTION: Do you believe another Commission of Investigation should be set up to examine
abuses against children who were "boarded out"? (Select one only)

503 responses

® Yes

® No

@ Maybe - the government should include
them in the proposed Mother and Baby
Redress Scheme on an individual
assessment basis

15 May 2022
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Children less than 6 months in an institution:

QUESTION: Do you believe a payment should be made to people who were children in the

institutions for less than 6 months? (Select one only)
503 responses

® VYes
® No

@ On an individual assessment basis
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Time-based Redress Scheme:

QUESTION: Do you believe this solely time-based system of compensation is fair? (Select one
only)

503 responses

® Yes
® No
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Redress payment amounts:

QUESTION: Do you believe the compensation amounts offered by the government are fair? (Select

one only)
503 responses

@ Yes this is fair
@ No, it should be 50% higher

@ No it should be double the amount
offered

@ No, it should be substantially higher

‘ @ No, It should be based on both length of

\ stay and the human rights violations
suffered

@ It should better reflect the needs or
requests of survivors

15 May 2022
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Work payments:

QUESTION: Do you believe this work payment compensation is fair?  (Select one only)

503 responses

® Yes
® No

@ It should reflect the number of years, the
nature of the work involved and loss of
pension contributions and dignity
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Exclusion of certain institutions:

QUESTION: Do you believe the government should include Temple Hill and other excluded

institutions that were responsible for the care of babies and infants ? (Select one only)
503 responses

@ Ves

® No
() Not sure

P

15 May 2022
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Legal Waivers:

QUESTION: Do you think this waiver is justifiable? (Select one only)

503 responses

@ Yes
® No

11
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Legal Aid:

QUESTION: Do you believe that the State should provide legal aid to survivors who wish to seek

justice through the courts? (Select one only)
503 responses

® VYes

® No

@ unsure - but as the government has
acknowledged the harms suffered they
should contribute to the legal costs

@ unsure - but as the government has
acknowledged responsibility for harms
suffered they should contribute to legal
costs

15 May 2022
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Pension Payments:

QUESTION: Do you believe the option to have a periodic pension payment should be included in
the Scheme? (Select one only)
503 responses

® vYes
® No

@ Maybe - if certain elderly survivors need
this the option should be given

13
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lllegal birth registrations

QUESTION: Do you support these recommendations? (Select all that apply)

503 responses

Compensation should be made
for the trauma caused by illegal
birth registrations.

342 (68%)

Truth and Reconciliation
Commission should be set up to
investigate all illegal registrations

377 (75%)

Where possible those
responsible should be prosecuted 347 (69%)
for this crime

0 100 200 300 400
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SURVEY - HEALTH SCHEME

Enhanced medical cards — HAA Cards:

QUESTION: Do you believe the government should provide survivors with the HAA Card that they

requested, to afford them the privacy they need? (Select one only)
503 responses

® Yes
® No

@ Yes - as an option and if needed by the
survivor, the state should provide this
HAA card

QUESTION: Do you believe mothers who were in a Mother and Baby Institution for up to 6 months
should receive the medical card under the Scheme?

502 responses

® Yes
® No

@ In cases of medical negligence or lack of
medical care they should have this card

15 May 2022
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Survivors living outside Ireland:

QUESTION: Do you believe a one-off payment of Euro 3,000 is a fair contribution towards health

costs/cover for overseas survivors for the rest of their lives? (Select one only)
503 responses

® Yes

@ No - this is not sufficient to cover annu...
@ This should be tailored to meet surviv...
@ Unsure - it appears to be too simplistic
@ No, this in not close to enough to cove...
@ Overseas health costs don't work over...
@ I'm on Social security/Medicare in the...
@ Personally | feel their should be a gra...

112V
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Health Screening services:

QUESTION: Do you believe the government should include this request for health screening in its

health scheme for survivors and adopted people? (Select one only)
503 responses

@ Yes
® No
@ Maybe - if needed by survivors

17
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Registration of fathers on birth certificates:

QUESTION: Do you believe the government should support survivors in having their birth certs

updated as requested? (Select one only)
503 responses

@ Yes

® No

@ Where the father is known the
government should consider providing
this to those who were in the institutions
and request it

15 May 2022
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Trauma informed care:

QUESTION: Do you believe specialist trauma informed counselling services should be included in
this health scheme, for survivors of Mother and Baby Home Institutions? (Select one only)

503 responses

® Ves
® No

@ Maybe - where a survivors specifically
requests it

19
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OTHER GENERAL QUESTIONS

Contributions by religious congregations:

QUESTION: Do you believe the religious congregations should make a financial contribution to the

redress scheme? (Select one only)
503 responses

® Yes
® No

QUESTION: Do you believe that any financial contribution made by religious congregations should

be paid directly to a separate scheme for survivo...e government's Redress Scheme? (Select one only)
503 responses

® Yes
® No

15 May 2022
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Contributions by religious congregations (continued):

QUESTION: If the religious congregations make a financial contribution would they be justified in

having a legal waiver, to prevent any court actions...ion for signing up to the scheme? (Select one only)
503 responses

@ Yes
® No

15 May 2022
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Private archives held by religious congregations:

QUESTION: Given these private archives are of significant public interest, do you believe the

government should compel the religious congregatio...o the state national archives? (Select one only)
503 responses

® ves
® No

22
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Government Performance:

QUESTION: Overall how do you believe the government has treated survivors during and after the

investigation into mother and baby institutions? ...ommission but on the government's performance)
503 responses

400
300
200
100
7(1 .|4%) 0 (0%)
0 I
1 2 3 4 5

1 =Poor, 5 = Excellent
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